
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ABANDONMENT ARREST WARRANT APPLICANTS 

 
 
 

Georgia State Law (O.C.G.A. §17-4-40) sets forth the procedure for the court to follow when someone who is 

not a police officer applies for the arrest of another person. That law requires the court to schedule the 

application for a hearing and notify the person whose arrest is sought about the hearing. A copy of your 

application will be provided to the accused. The judge will decide whether or not to issue an arrest warrant 

after the hearing.  

 In order for someone to commit the criminal offense of child abandonment, that person must have failed to 
provide any of the following: food, clothing, money, medical insurance or failed to have extended visitation 
with a child for a thirty (30) day period.  

 If the parent whose arrest is sought lives in Georgia, the application must be filed in the county where the 
child lives.  

 If the parent whose arrest is sought does not live in Georgia, the applicant should seek assistance from the 
District Attorney's Office and should not file a warrant application.  

 
 Applications must be filed in the Magistrate Court Clerk's office from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays 

(excluding county-recognized holidays).  
 
 State Law (O.C.G.A. §15-10-82 as amended by HB1055)sets a filing fee of $20.00 for each arrest warrant 

application that is filed. The fee is NON-REFUNDABLE.  

 The applicant must provide the full name, complete current address, complete date of birth, and a physical 
description of the person whose arrest is sought. If you are missing any of this information, you will need law 
enforcement assistance.  

 The applicant must fill out a separate application for each person whose arrest is sought.  

 If your application is denied or if you dismiss the application, you may not re-file until there has been a new 
thirty (30) day period of total abandonment.  

 The applicant does not have the right to see a Magistrate judge.  

 This application can only result in the arrest and detention of a person for committing the criminal offense of 
child abandonment. It cannot result in an award of money to you.  

 Employees in the Clerk's office, employees in the Judge's office, and the Magistrate judges themselves are 
prohibited by state laws and regulations from providing legal advice. If you have questions about your legal 
rights, legal remedies available to you, or what legal documents to file and where to file them, you must 
contact anˇ attorney.  

 

I have read and understand the above information regarding arrest warrant applications.  

 
 
 
______________________________________    __________ 
Signature of Applicant    Date  
 

The applicant MUST present a valid picture I.D. when turning in this paperwork.  There are NO EXCEPTIONS 



 MAGISTRATE COURT OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY   CASE#   ___________ 

APPLICATION FOR CRIMINAL ARREST WARRANT   RECEIPT # ________ 

FOR CHILD ABANDONMENT O.C.G.A. §19-10-1  

APPLICANT'S NAME:  _______________________________________________________________________________________  DOB:________________ _  

ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________  CITY _____________________ STATE:  _______  ZIP:  ________________ 

EMPLOYER:  _________________________________________________________________  PHONE (HOME): ______________  (WORK):  ______________  

I certify that: I have applied to no other judge for a warrant on this matter; I am not under the influence of any intoxicants; and I understand I do not have a 

right to have this warrant dismissed and may be required to pay all costs of these proceedings if the case is later terminated. I further certify that my minor 

child and I are residents of Clayton County, GA.  

_______________________________________________________________ 

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT     DATE  

 

NAME OF PERSON ACCUSED: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ALSO KNOWN AS (ALIAS): ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________CITY: ____________________STATE: ____ ZIP: ______________ 

DATE OF BIRTH:  ______________   PHONE(HOME):  _____________________ (WORK): ______________________  (CELL): __________________ 

SEX:  ____  RACE:  ________  HEIGHT:  ______  WEIGHT:  _____________ HAIR:  _______. SOCIAL SEC. # _______________________________________  

RELATIVES (and ADDRESSES) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EMPLOYER:  ________________________________________________ IDENTIFYING MARKS:  _________________________________________________ 

VEHICLE:  ___________________________ TAG#:  __________________________ DRIVER LICENSE #:  ________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NAME OF EACH CHILD        DATE OF BIRTH  
1.  ___________________________________________________________________________  _________________________ 

2.  ___________________________________________________________________________  _________________________ 

3. _ __________________________________________________________________________  _________________________ 

4. _ __________________________________________________________________________  _________________________ 

 

 Do you have a case pending with Child Support Recovery? _____ 

 

Check one of the following as applicable: Are you ____Married,____ Divorced, or__ __Never Married to the accused?  

Has the accused been Court Ordered to pay Child Support? __________ If so, what is the amount of the arrearage? ______________________ 

Have you ever applied for an arrest warrant against this person for Child Abandonment in the past?  __________  If so, when? ____________ 

When was the last date you received child support from the accused?_________  How much? ____________ 

Does the accused provide (check all that apply) __Food, __Clothing,__Shelter, __Medical Treatment, __Health Insurance, or ______Child Care Coverage or 

_________ Expenses? 

COMMENTS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

After conducting a hearing, pursuant to a.C.G.A. §17-4-40, and after considering this application and other oral testimony, I find thatı probable cause exists for 

the issuance of an arrest warrant in this matter for the offense of Child Abandonment.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

JUDGE, MAGISTRATE COURT OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY     DATE 



MAGISTRATE COURT OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY  

ABANDONMENT APPLICATIONS 
 

TO: Applicants for Abandonment Arrest Warrants 

In order to assure that the hearing process will proceed smoothly for you, the following information is 
provided for your benefit. Please read the information carefully prior to your court date.  

 
First -and foremost, you must be seated in the courtroom at the designated time indicated on your hearing 

notice. If you are late for your hearing, your case will be dismissed.  

 
Second -DO NOT WEAR SHORTS to Court. If you appear in shorts, you will not be allowed in the 
courtroom, and you will have to wait outside until all other business has been concluded.  

 
Third: Applications for Child Support Recovery are available on-line at 

http://www.cse.dhr.state.ga.us/apply.html, or call 1-877-GA-DHS-GO (1-877-423-4746).  

 
Fourth -Please attempt to leave your child(ren) with someone else on the day of your hearing, if possible. 

Children tend to get restless and disruptive during long court sessions and the process will be easier for 

you if you are not distracted. 

http://www.cse.dhr.state.ga.us/apply.html

